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From left, John Cook Jr., Lyn Cook,  
Leslie Cook, Eleanor (Jo) Cook, & Brian Cook
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MISSION
is to engage,  
excite,  
& educate  
visitors  
of all ages  
about the  
natural  
created world  
around us.
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Board Chairman
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Eric Miller 
Senior Director  
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Senior Director  

of Administration

John Kelton 
Director of Exhibits  
& Visitor Experience

Jeanne Payne  
Director of  

Development
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LEADERSHIP

VISION 
 › To encourage curiosity and creativity 
 › To grow with our community 
 › To be a high-quality natural science resource 
 › To promote collaboration among  

diverse groups of people 
 › To be leaders that inspire and motivate  

next generations to be good stewards  
of our environment 

 › To never stop learning
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We remember with love and gratitude Jo Cook, who was a  
co-founder, board member, and steward of the Cook Museum  
of Natural Science in its various forms for over fifty years.  

Mrs. Cook was overjoyed to see the vision for this new museum come to life, 
not only with the physical components, but also with the passion, character, 
and skills of the team members and the enthusiastic embrace and support 
from our community and region. It’s now our honor to carry this baton 
forward on her behalf.

Eleanor “Jo” Mitcham Cook
September 21, 1928 – December 7, 2020

IN MEMORY



cook museum of N AT U R A L SC I EN C E  2020  | 8 |  ORGANIZATION 9

Last year, 2020, had more than its share of changed plans for us all.  
Your new Museum began the year with record setting daily attendance 
at the Fun Day programs, and field trips were in such high demand 

that we opened back up on Mondays during the school season. All was going 
exceedingly well and according to the plan, that is, until we had to close our doors 
for nearly four months (March - June) due to the worldwide coronavirus pandemic.

It was time to get creative! Initially structured for school field trips,  
we retooled and modified the guest experience and programming to 
accommodate, add value, and remain relevant during such unprecedented  
and cautious times. We launched workshops, Lunch & Learn presentations, 
camps, family activities, and classes. I am so proud of the entire Museum 
team, which pivoted well, diligently and creatively reopening even more 
efficiently, effectively, and with renewed enthusiasm.

While we had always planned to be the forever home of an endangered,  
non-releasable sea turtle, the timing and specifics of a turtle in need were  
out of our hands. Then, in the midst of a global pandemic, on June 29, 2020, 
we announced the exciting news that Kale, a Kemp’s ridley sea turtle,  
would be our newest resident for potentially the next 50-80 years! Wow!  
What a timely ray of hope and encouragement that we were now responsible 
for his care beyond a single generation!

As we carefully and strategically enhanced programming and operations, 
we saw a tremendously positive response from the community, which the 
Membership growth reflects. Thank you for your continued partnership in such 
a meaningful endeavor, that with your support and use, will allow generations  
to meet Kale and discover Life is Amazing!

Letter from the  
PRESIDENT &  
CHAIRMAN  
OF THE BOARD
BRIAN COOK

ABOVE
Visit from Alabama’s   

governor on March 9, 
2020, from left:  

Scott Mayo, Eric Miller, 
Brian Cook, Lyn Cook, 

Representative Terri  
Collins, Governor  
Kay Ivey, Senator  

Arthur Orr, Dr. Jeanne 
Payne, John Kelton,  

& Mark Wallace.

RIGHT
President & Chairman  

of the Board Brian Cook  
& his son Davis.
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Letter from the  
EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR
SCOTT MAYO

What a year! We had a good start with January and  
February hosting great crowds of smiling guests enjoying  
field trips, classes, and special Fun Days in and around the Exhibits. 

While we were ramping up programs, the world was on its way to a pandemic.  
The Museum, like other attractions, restaurants, and tourist-based businesses, 
closed, not to reopen for four months. 

While there was, and still is, plenty of real pain and economic hardship  
to go around, we chose to focus on the positives. The shutdown allowed  
us to restructure and right-size for the new environment upon reopening.  
We were able to make several structural improvements to the Exhibits while 
closed as well. While we missed seeing guests, we reopened with a sense of 
excitement and energy!

Since reopening, we have been blessed with good attendance.  
We made every effort to make a visit to the Museum a great experience 
by taking necessary safety precautions, by adding classes and expanding 
programs, and by greeting our visitors with tons of hospitality and personal 
attention. The outpouring of support from guests, Members, and donors  
has been so humbling. By the fall of the year, things were beginning to feel 
normal again.

We were always driven by the Mission to engage, excite, and educate visitors  
of all ages about the natural created world around us. After 2020, we now 
know and fully appreciate what a privilege it is to have the opportunity to do so.  
Thank you for your support of the Cook Museum of Natural Science!

ABOVE
Friends visit  

from The Nature  
Conservancy, from left,  
John Gully, Scott Mayo, 

Mitch Reid, Allison Burns, 
& Jeanne Payne.

RIGHT
Executive Director  

Scott Mayo accepts   
the 2020 Attraction  

of the Year PEAK Award 
on behalf of the Museum.
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We are a 
TEAM

The team at the Cook Museum 
is one of its greatest assets. 
They engage with visitors 

and guests to provide a truly unique 
experience. They impart knowledge 
with excitement and enthusiasm to 
those around them and impact so 
many that come through the doors.  
It is because of their dedication to the 
Museum’s Mission and Vision that 
we are able to provide a high-quality 
Museum experience.
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EDUCATION

EDUCATION
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Education looked a little different  
last year for many. The Education  
Department was able to adapt to the  

changes 2020 brought, and provide a resource  
for safe, hands-on learning for the community.  
They offered field trips, Community Classes, 
Homeschool Classes, and after-school programs.

Encouraging  
CURIOSITY  
& CREATIVITY

3,725
Students attended  

Museum field  
trips in 2020
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In 2020, Cook Museum teamed up with Jerraud Powers and the Team Freeze Foundation 
to provide an after-school program here at the Museum for several of the North Alabama 
Boys & Girls Club locations free of charge to the clubs. This program is ongoing, and we 

hope to expand on these types of opportunities offered at the Cook Museum in the future. 

• Extraordinary  
Life Cycles

• Fungus Among Us
• Living vs. Nonliving

• Sheep Brain &  
Heart Dissections 

• Squid Dissections
• and many more!

CLASSES FOR ALL This after-school educational 
program encompassed six 
classes based in the areas 
of herpetology, geology, 

cardiology, ecology, aerology,                                                                                                                                        
and apiology.

&

 Scheduled classes on a variety of 
topics were offered to the public 

that provided a high-quality 
educational experience in a safe 

environment for hands-on learning 
alongside other students.  

Three local clubs were  
sponsored by Jerraud Powers 

and the Team Freeze Foundation 
to take part in an educational 

experience at the Cook Museum.

OF NORTH ALABAMA

1,270
Students reached  

through 
Education  

Classes

Some of the classes offered to the public last year included:

Classes  
offered to the 

public

60+
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EDUCATION
CAMPS
Biome & Engineering  

Summer Camps

Creepy Crawly  
Single-Day Camp 

Seasonal Science  
Multi-Day Camp

Winter Wonder  
Single-Day Camp

With the shift from in-school learning to virtual learning last year,  
the Education and Animal Care Departments, along with several 
talented team members, worked to create short, educational  

videos used to promote learning on many different science-related topics. 

The Cook Museum Discovery Hub features a wide array of educational videos, 
activities, and articles that are accessible through the Cook Museum website.  

Some topics include: 

•   Centrifugal Force
•   Q&As with Animal Care
•   Sleep
•   The Skinny on Skin
•   Volcanoes
•   and many more!

VIRTUAL LEARNING
Museum 
Campers

230

The Museum’s 
most viewed 

video on 
Facebook

16k+ 
views
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ENGAGEMENT

ENGAGEMENT
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Never stop 
LEARNING

Members are so special to us at the Cook Museum! Due to the Museum’s 
temporary closure in 2020, all active Memberships that were purchased 
from May 2019 through March 2020 were extended by 4 months. The 

Museum offered 7 Member events including Double Discount Days for Members  
in the Museum Store. 

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIPS

Memberships 
were sold  
in 2020

1,703
Members are a vital part of the Museum family and enjoy  
a variety of benefits including:

• Unlimited FREE general admission for a year
• 25% discount for additional general admission tickets
• $50 off birthday party packages
• 10% discount at Nature’s Table & the Museum Store
• Exclusive Member-Only opportunities
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PROGRAMS

Programs at the Museum aim to engage visitors and 
provide enriching educational experiences through 
crafts, games, events, and hands-on activities. In 2020, 

we offered 74 public programs, events, and workshops.

Q&A with  

ANIMAL CARE

  
 

  

D
 

OF

  

& 
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EXCITEMENT
EXCITEMENT
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A high quality 
RESOURCE

Mexican alligator lizards are endangered and live only in  
a small area of Mexico. Being viviparous (giving birth to live 
babies) and having a prehensile tail to enable them to climb high 

in cloud forests make these lizards unique and amazing. 

The Cook Museum was excited to have four babies born in our care  
turn 1-year-old in May 2020. The Animal Care department continues  
to raise this endangered species and educate visitors on the importance of 
conservation and care of animals.

CARE & CONSERVATION  

Endangered 
Species 

on Exhibit

5

Mexican alligator lizard

Diamondback terrapin
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Kale, a non-releasable Kemp’s ridley sea turtle, came to the Cook Museum 
in June of 2020 and is housed in the Museum’s 15,000-gallon saltwater 
aquarium located inside the Oceans Exhibit. 

Kale came from the Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center, a facility  
that rescues and rehabilitates sea turtles and other marine animals so they can  
be released back into the wild. 

Kale, while still a juvenile, was hooked by a 
recreational fisherman off a pier on Chesapeake 
Bay in Virginia in 2019. Due to his injuries, it 
was determined that Kale would require medical 
attention from time to time, making him a non-
releasable sea turtle. 

Cook Museum staff and veterinarians now  
monitor his condition and give him the care he 
needs to have a chance at a long and happy life. 

The Kemp’s ridley sea turtle is currently listed as “Critically Endangered”  
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and has been  
on the U.S.’s endangered species list since the 1970s.

Kemp’s ridley sea turtle

KALE COMES HOME

C
O

N
S

E
R

V
A

TIO
N and CARE

The Oceans Exhibit received 
more exciting additions in 
2020 with the arrival of two 

round stingrays, an engineer goby, 
and a royal gramma!

MORE ANIMALS ON DISPLAY

Royal grammaRound stingray

Engineer goby

The Cook Museum  
was excited to also 
place two additional 

endangered animals on display 
in the terrariums in the Discover 
Exhibit, the eastern hellbender 
and the eastern indigo snake. 
These animals are used to educate 
visitors on the importance of 
habitat protection and ways  
to help endangered species. Eastern indigo snakeEastern hellbender
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At the Cook Museum we are always working 
on ways to enhance the Exhibits, create  
more unique experiences, and engage 

visitors. Some additions of note in 2020 include: 

• Received a juvenile whooping crane  
specimen from the International Crane 
Foundation for the Rivers & Streams Exhibit 
(installed in January 2021)

• The addition of the Ant Slider interactive  
to the Little Larvae play area 

• The Zipper Up interactive in the Birds Exhibit
• The alligator tank in Discover and freshwater 

tank in Rivers & Streams were renovated

EXHIBIT  
ENHANCEMENTS

USA Today 2020  
10Best Readers’ Choice  
Travel Award winner  
- 2nd in Best New Museum category

2020 Attraction of the Year  
PEAK Award 
- Alabama Mountain Lakes  
Tourist Association

Family Favorite  
Rocket City Mom Award 2020

27,515 followers on Facebook, 
Instagram, &  Twitter

Over 4,700 likes, comments,  
shares, & more on the Museum’s 
most interactive post

ACCOLADES

Total Museum 
visitors since 

opening

128k+
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The Museum was closed to the public from March 14th to July 7th while we 
worked tirelessly on a plan to successfully reopen with new guidelines to 
promote a safe, socially distanced experience. 

During the closure, we were able to unite with others in the area and use our 3D printer 
to make headbands for face shields that were donated to Huntsville Hospital. 

Animal Care worked diligently at the Museum throughout all of the changes  
brought by the closure. While many things changed this year, the excellent care  
for the animals did not!

CLOSED BUT CARING

During the closure, 
the off-site beehives 
still received routine 

checks and care to ensure 
that they had everything 
they needed to thrive.

The Museum staff were 
able to complete the annual 
deep clean of each Exhibit 
and the Collection items  
on display in an accelerated 
time frame instead of 
spreading the work out  
over the course of the year.
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EXTENSION

EXTENSION
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Grow with our
COMMUNITY

Volunteers are vital to the operation of the Museum. They aid classes, 
camps, administration, Guest Services, and Animal Care. We are so very 
grateful for them and the contribution of their time!

 Volunteer  
hours contributed 

by 159 Museum 
volunteers  

in 2020

3,580

ABOVE: ULA volunteer Dayna Blankenship presenting 
their donation in honor of her completed volunteer  
hours to Cook Museum Volunteer Manager Bill Nelson.
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The Museum offers several different event space options that  
are able to accommodate small meetings, large occasions, and  
the in-between! Think of the Cook Museum’s many options when 

planning a personal or corporate event!

Last year we offered the first “in the Exhibits” dining experience for Valentine’s 
Day. The sold-out Dinner Under the Sea event was a huge success! 

Some events hosted in 2020:

• UNA Legislative Update
• DCS Authors Conference
• Dinner Under the Sea
• Transportation South Meeting
• Leadership Alabama Dinner
• Harris Wedding Reception
• Freda Kyle Retirement Party
• Nucor Steel Meeting
• Decatur Morgan County  

Tourism Board Meeting

• MCERA Board Meeting
• Hospice of the Valley Meeting
• Chamber of Commerce 

Association of AL Meeting
• Tennessee Valley Caucus Meeting
• Aetna Meeting
• MATCHFit Meeting
• ALDOT Meeting
• GMC Meeting
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®

Nature’s Table serves up fresh, tasty food for dine in, carry-out, curbside 
delivery, and catering! Located inside the Cook Museum of Natural 
Science, Nature’s Table is open to the general public without an 

admission ticket. Enjoy healthy wraps, sandwiches, salads, protein bowls, 
smoothies, and more, all made-to-order with fresh ingredients.

Contact Nature’s Table for delicious trays of food or individually-boxed meals  
for your next event, meeting, or get-together!

In 2020, Nature’s Table expanded the kids menu options, offered curbside 
delivery, and expanded the inside dining area to accommodate socially 
distanced tables. They also worked with Team Freeze Foundation to promote 
reading within Decatur City Schools by offering a free smoothie to students for 
reaching reading milestones set by teachers.

The Museum Store offers a unique selection of gifts, toys, games,  
and household items for every occasion. There are many local vendors 
supported at the Museum Store and you can even create a wish list  

for your wedding, birthday, or baby shower!

In 2020, the Museum Store offered Stories in the Store, Holiday Open House, 
and Double Discount Days for Members. The Museum was specially-themed for 
the arrival of Kale, our Kemp’s ridley sea turtle, and again for the holidays as a 
winter wonderland full of beautiful trees and snowflakes.
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EXPRESSION

EXPRESSION
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Promote & facilitate
COLLABORATION

The Cook Museum continues to thrive because of the support  
of so many incredible individuals and businesses! We are grateful  
to you for sharing the vision for this amazing Museum.

2020 Highlights

• Together with a donor, we developed a program with the Boys and Girls Clubs 
where the clubs’ children attend STEAM classes at the Museum once a month. 

• We created an online giving option at cookmuseum.org/donate and we  
kicked off our very first Giving Tuesday campaign.

• We installed a beautiful Education Sponsorship Wall. 

• We started a program where several Alabama Senators and Representatives 
sponsored field trips for students. 

• Sara Underhill became our grant writer and participated in training  
through the prestigious Lilly Family School of Philanthropy. 

• We continued raising funds for our Capital Campaign, Education  
Sponsorship Fund, and our Annual Fund to support the Museum.

There are still ways you can help us! We have a limited number of wonderful  
naming opportunities available, as well as the opportunity for names to be 
placed on the Donor Recognition Wall in Founder’s Hall. We have numerous 
sponsorships available in the area of education and even sponsorships to help  
care for the animals.

If you would like more information or would like to help make an introduction 
to a potential donor, contact me at jpayne@cookmuseum.org. Please come visit us 
and help us spread the good word about the Museum. You are appreciated!

JEANNE PAYNE

Letter from the  
DIRECTOR OF  
DEVELOPMENT

TOP: From left, Dr. Patricia Sims, President of J.F. Drake State College, Dr. Jeanne Payne, Dr. Joe Burke, President  
of Calhoun College, & Crystal Brown, Vice President of Development at Decatur Morgan County Chamber of Commerce.  
BOTTOM LEFT: From left, Steve Armistead, Jeanne Payne, & Yogi Dougher, visiting from Nashville. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: From left, Representative Andy Whitt, Senator Steve Livingston, Representative Danny  
Crawford, Jason Cochran, Director at UNA, & Attorney Steve Windom.
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Check out the new online giving  
options at cookmuseum.org/donate. 

ONLINE GIVING

The Education Sponsorship Fund allows 
children to visit the Museum on a field 
trip with their peers through a subsidized 

admission arrangement at little or  
no cost to them. 

EDUCATION SPONSORSHIPS

This opportunity has been provided  
by some wonderful donors who deeply  
value the scientific education of our  
upcoming generations!  

We worked alongside many Senators,  
Representatives, and other amazing  
individuals to raise over $98,000 for the  
Education Sponsorship Fund in 2020!

Schools sponsored 
for a field trip by their 
State Representatives  

& Senators

39

LEFT: Sara Underhill, Museum Grant Writer 
BELOW: Jerraud Powers, Team Freeze Foundation

Funds raised 
for Education 
Sponsorships

$98k+

Dr. Jeanne Payne & Senator Tom Butler
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FOUNDING  
VISIONARIES 

$1,000,000+

Anonymous
City of Decatur
The Cook Family
Corteva Agriscience™ 
Davidson Technologies, Inc. 

FOUNDING  
PARTNERS

$300,000 - $999,999

FOUNDING  
LEADERS

$100,000 - $299,999 FOUNDING  
FRIENDS

$10,000 - $99,999

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
DONORS

Alpha Foundation, Inc. 
The Caring Foundation of Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield Alabama 
The Cook Family 
 In honor of the employees  

of Cook’s Pest Control
Shirley & George McCrary 
 In honor of Cortner Crumlish, 

Waggoner McCrary, Gamble 
McCrary, & Eliza McCrary

Nucor Steel of Decatur, LLC  

3M Decatur 
Alabama Farmers Cooperative, Inc. 
The Baker Foundation 
The Baron Family
Marc & Sheryl Bendickson Family 

Mitch & Monya Claborn 
Daikin America, Inc. 
Decatur Coca-Cola Bottling  
Company & The Troup Family
Theresa & Gary Donald Family 
Bruce & Ida Dunbar / The  
Dunbar Family Foundation 
Family Security Credit Union 
GE Appliances, a Haier company
Hexcel Corporation
Honda of Decatur 
Huntsville International Airport 
Indorama Ventures
Dr. Ben & Diana Light 
 In honor of Erica, Ginny,  

Nolan, & Allison Light
Lynn Layton Chevrolet 
Magnolia River 
Nucor Tubular Products
Oakworth Capital Bank 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Pitman Family 
 In honor of Millia, Sam,  

Ben, & Chandler
Redstone Federal Credit Union ® 
Regions Bank 
Steelcase Foundation 
Valent Group, an EBSCO Company
Wayne Farms, LLC 

Air Products
Alabama Mountain Lakes  
Tourist Association 

Joe & Pam Alexander
Sam & Jo Alfano
 In honor of Jim Aycock
Anonymous
Diane & Steve Armistead 
AT&T 
Jim & Jeanette Aycock 
 In honor of Mr. & Mrs.  

John R. Cook, Sr.
Bank Independent 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Barber 
Greg & Randy Barnes
The Barran Family 
Bayer 
Bell Laboratories, Inc. 
Sloane Bibb
Jim & Tami Bolte
Blythe & Henry Bowman 
Tom & Jim Bradford Families 
Bragg Family Charitable Foundation 
 In honor of:
  Mrs. Tonya Bragg Hendrix 
 Dr. Margaret Hendrix McKelvey
 Dr. Elizabeth Hendrix Lusk 
 Dr. McKinley Bragg Hendrix
 Barrett, Bragg, Mary Blythe, 

Jane Randall, Brewer, &  
Mae Margaret 

Brandenburg, Inc. 
Building Construction  
Associates, Inc. 
The Butcher Family
 In honor of Trevor, Emily,  

Katie Claire, Colin, & Emmett
Dr. Ray & Sandra Cain
Dr. Mary Jane Caylor
 In memory of John Will Caylor
Cerrowire

The Ken & Elizabeth  
Chandler Family 
 In honor of Stacy,  

Brad, & Krista
Carla & Gary Cobb
Computer Support Systems, Inc.  
Contractor Service &  
Fabrication, Inc. 
Dr. Kin & Ann Copeland 
Crestwood Medical Center 
Cricket By The Creek
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Crunkleton 
John & Debbie Davidson 
The Decatur Daily 
Decatur Downtown  
Redevelopment Authority 
Decatur-Morgan County  
Chamber of Commerce
 In honor of John Seymour
Decatur-Morgan County  
Tourism 
Decatur Morgan Hospital 
deciBel Research, Inc.
Amelia Denslow 
 In honor of Dr. Richard  

& Rebecca Dodd
Dobbs & Company Electrical 
Contractors, Inc. 
DOC Orthopaedics  
& Sports Medicine 
David & Karen Duke 
 In honor of Andrew Laird,  

Foster Laird, & Katherine 
Gooding

Dynetics, Inc. 
Enersolv Corporation 

John & Mary Love Eyster 
Lisa & John Eyster 
Fite Building Company
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ford
Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Fowler 
Fuqua & Partners Architects, P.C. 
The Gary W. Rollins Foundation
George & Carol Godwin & Family 
Donna & Joe Green 
The Greens Office Park 
Hannah’s Lawn & Landscape  
Service, Inc.
Hargrove Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. Rodney Harney 
Dr. & Mrs. R. Tyler Harney
Harris, Caddell & Shanks, P.C. 
Hi Cotton, LLC 
Mary Striplin Hodge 
 In honor of John, Jr. & Lyn Cook
Harrison Hodge
Horizon Point Consulting, Inc.
Dr. Micah Howard 
Diane & Scottie Hubbard 
Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Hudson, Jr. 
iHeart Media - Huntsville 
Interstate Steel, Inc. 
Jan Isbell 
 In memory of Col. James C. Isbell 
CJ & Christy Jacobs
 In honor of Charlie, Jerri Lynn,  

Tae, & Jacie 
Keel Point, LLC 
Key & Associates 
Dr. Wally Kirkpatrick Foundation 
Kiwanis Club of Decatur 
Lamar Advertising 
LEAN Frog Business Solutions, Inc.
Larry & Kimberly Lewis 

The Lioce Group 
Dr. Larry & Melanie Little 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lowe 
Ma-Ran Foundation 
Herman & Lynne Marks, Jr.
 In honor of Herman & Ouida 

Marks, Milton & Sue Huey
Harvey & Carol Massey  
Foundation 
Dr. Jeffrey McCollum 
McComm Group, Inc. 
Katie Harris Mitchell 
Modern Technology  
Solutions, Inc.
Morgan County Commission 
Dr. Gerald & Lynda New 
H.M. Nowlin 
OBGYN Associates, P.A. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Odom 
Senator & Mrs. Arthur Orr 
Mr. & Mrs. Stratton Orr 
OSCO Interiors
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Overstreet 
Dr. Richard & Cyndy Palmer
 In honor of Mathew,  

Christian, & Roman
Dr. Jeanne Duke Payne 
 In honor of Ella Kyle, Parker, 

Amelia, Sam, & Barton Payne
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Pearce 
Peck Funeral Home, Inc.
Peoples Bank of Alabama 
Krista Chandler Pitman 
 In honor of Sam, Ben, & Chandler
Polyplex USA, LLC
John & Ginny Pylant 
 In honor of Mary Bibb,  

Virginia, & Annie
Red Sage Communications, Inc. 
Renasant Bank 

FOUNDING  
FRIENDS  

CONTINUED
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OTHER CAMPAIGN  
SUPPORT
$25 - $9,999

Derica & Robin Rice 
Kelly & Laura Russell
Lew & Mandy Sample 
Clyde & Mary Jane Sasser 
Frank & Melanie Scalfano
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Schuppert, Jr. 
Paul & Mary Ann Scott
 In honor of Charlie Trimble,  

Hudson Scott, & Andrew Scott
SCSWORX 
Sexton Foundation 
Barrett Shelton, Jr.
Bill & Noel Shinn 
Joe & Glee Sides
Dr. & Mrs. Bill Sims 
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan South
 In honor of Sheridan, Lee, & Lydia
Southeastern Freight Lines, Inc. 
Loretta Purdy Spencer
Chris & Renée Story
Stovall Marks Insurance 
Surgical Associates of North Alabama 
Syngenta Turf & Landscape 
Drs. Chris & Stephanie Teichmiller 
Temple, Inc. 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
Paul & May Thomas 
 In honor of Sofia & Ethan
The Thompson Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Skip Thompson 
Torch Technologies, Inc. 
Univar USA, Inc. 
Valley Rubber, LLC 
Mike & Weety Vickery 
Robin & Linda Wade 
Dr. C. Thomas White

White Oak Transportation
 In honor of Michael Limbaugh, Jr.  

& Sarah Alice Limbaugh
Steve & Ginger Willard 
Lonnie & Susan Williams / FilTech, Inc.
Rick Williams 
 In honor of Emma  

Katherine Williams
Willo Products Company 
Worthey Family Foundation / Jim & 
Jan Worthey
Wyker Family Foundation 
The John & June Wyker  
Charitable Foundation 

FOUNDING  
FRIENDS  

CONTINUED

Alabama Cleaning Service 
Dr. Bob & Ann Allen
Armstrong Relocation Company 
Huntsville, LLC 
Dr. Deborah Barnhart 
Dr. Russell & Sandra Barr
Don & Mary Allen Barthel 
BB&T Bank 
The Boeing Company
Mayor Tab & Sherry Bowling 
Honorable & Mrs. David Breland 
Crystal Baldwin Brown
Thomas & Jeanne Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Buchanan 
Deloain Burgess 
Byrd, Smalley & Adams, P.C. 
Cabela’s 
Mr. Joe W. Campbell 
Dr. Robert & Opal Campbell
Central Life Sciences 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Chandler 
Chorba Contracting 
Clark Stoneworks, LLC 

Greg & Whitney Clemons 
Tom & Terri Collins
COLSA Corporation 
Columbia International University
 In honor of Dr. Lyn Cook 
Mr. & Mrs. John Coon 
Dr. Geoffrey & Carolyn Crawley 
Mr. & Mrs. Marion H. Davis, Sr. 
Decatur Culture Club 
Decatur Family Dentistry 
Decatur Morgan County  
Minority Development Association 
Decatur Rotary Club Foundation 
Rebecca Dodd
Down the Line, Inc. 
Tommie & Linda Dunlap  
& Dr. Page Dunlap 
Kappie & Evans Dunn 
Stephen W. & Jean E. Elliott 
Mr. & Mrs. Tolbert Epps, III 
Susan & Ned Estes
First Baptist Decatur 
Kenneth & M.M. Gamble 
Garver 
Margaret Anne Goldsmith 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Gray
Richard & Charlotte Gregory 
Robert & Lou Greene
Trudy Grisham 
GSE, Inc. 
Ms. Jaqueline Guice 
Kim & Jeff Hallmark
Mrs. Mary Battle Hamilton 
Dr. Charles & Carolyn Hart 
Debbie & Mark Heard 
Tracey & Amanda Hendrix 
Ms. Mary Nichols Hicks 
Joseph & Gabrielle Hill
Mr. & Mrs. David Hobbs 
Mr. Thomas House 
Jimmy Smith Jewelers & Family 
Dr. & Mrs. William H. Jones 

OTHER CAMPAIGN  
SUPPORT
CONTINUED

OTHER CAMPAIGN  
SUPPORT 
CONTINUED

Mrs. Glenna Dee Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. John Joseph, IV
Andy & Barbara Kelly 
King Insurance Agency 
Mr. Jim King 
Mr. Noel King 
Jerry & Jane Knight 
M&D Mechanical Contractors, Inc.  
H. Blake & Patty McAnally 
Courtney & Joey McCool 
 In honor of Charley & Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Josh McDowell 
Dr. Jolly & Becky McKenzie
Charles & Tawnya Millard
Morgan County Education  
Retirees Association
Morgan County Legislative Office 
Morgan County Master  
Gardeners Association 

National Space Club- Huntsville 
Nature’s Table 
Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Cross Nichols, Jr. 
Roy & Susan Nichols 
nLogic, Inc. 
Brian & Calley Ondocsin
John & Alice Ozier 
PeopleTec, Inc. 
Pepsi Cola Bottling Decatur, LLC 
The Perry Company, Inc.  
PNC Financial Services Group 
Progress Bank 
Patricia Pruitt 
Reynolds Funeral Home, Inc. 
Cynthia Richardson
 In honor of Debbie Moore
Mr. Thomas Ritchie 
Rollins, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Roth 
Ms. Catherine Saenger 
Saputo Dairy Foods USA 
ServisFirst Bank 
Ron & Cindy Shaver

Shumake Furniture Company, Inc. 
Pat & Sally Smartt
Mark & Deborah Smith 
Southern Custom Exhibits
Technical Directions, Inc. 
Toyota
Dr. Dale Trammell 
The Jim Tucker Family 
Tucker, Scott & Wates, LLC 
Turner Construction 
TVW Electrical Supplies, Inc. 
Vector Wealth Strategies
Tim & Cynthia Volin 
Vulcan Materials 
Dr. & Mrs. William Walker 
Warren & Simpson, P.C.
Wear, Howell, Strickland,  
Quinn & Law 
Wells Fargo Bank
Janne & Bill Wissell
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Woods 
Jimmy & Tina Worley 
Mr. Matthew Young 

EDUCATION DONORS
Wind Creek Hospitality,  
an authority of the Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians 

The Daniel Foundation of Alabama
Lockheed Martin
Loretta Purdy Spencer
United Launch Alliance

Modern Technology Solutions, Inc. 
Representative Parker Moore
Morgan County Legislative Office
Muscle Shoals National  
Heritage Area
Science Education Solutions, Inc.
Visitor Change Round-Up 
Representative Andy Whitt

$50,000 - $74,999

$10,000 - $24,999

Senator Tom Butler
National Space Club- Huntsville 

$5,000 - $9,999

AT&T
Marc & Sheryl Bendickson Family
The Boeing Company

$1,000 - $4,999

Louis & Patti Breland
Capital Power / Decatur Energy
Representative Terri Collins
Garver
Senator Sam Givhan
Huntsville Hospital Urgent Care
Lynn Layton Chevrolet
Roger & Deanie Minor

$25 - $999

Ken & Elizabeth Chandler Family
Jerraud Powers &  
Team Freeze Foundation
Walmart
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ANNUAL FUND
Anonymous  
Anonymous
Deborah Brink
Patrick Connelly
The Coys
Nancy Craig
 In memory of Carl Craig
Dobbs & Company Electrical 
Contractors, Inc. 
David & Karen Duke
Kappie & Evans Dunn, Jr. 
 In honor of:
 Mr. & Mrs. James G. Adams 
 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Mitchell 
 Dr. & Mrs. F. Philip Thomas 
 Mrs. John S. Key 
 Dr. & Mrs. William A. Sims  
 Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Moore  
 Dr. Dale E. Trammell 
Alida Dwyer
Tolbert & Mary Epps
Maureen Geck
Judy Gilliam 
 In honor of Liam &  
 Wyatt Underhill
John Greenwell
Kristen Hamilton

Kristina Hendrix
Joan Jeffreys
Noel King
James Lawrence
David & Betsy Lee 
 In honor of Bill, Amy, Grace  
 & Colin Nelson
Tim Lovelace
 In honor of:
 Kandi Berry 
 Regina Dean 
 Ashton Dement
 Charlotte Gregory 
 Lori Ho-Tung
 Gayle Johnson 
 Denise Jones
 Melissa Nichols
 Ross Terry
 Seddrick Williams 
Herman & Lynne Marks
 In honor of 6th Floor Staff
Macke & Kim Mauldin
 In memory of Jo Cook
Leonard Morris 
 In honor of Joy, Selah, Leo  
 & Olivia
Oakworth Capital Bank
 In honor of the Cook  
 & Aycock Families

Melissa O’Sullivan
 In memory of Jo Cook
Blake Payne
Jeanne Payne
Jeannot Petters
Brian Provenza
Patricia Pruitt
 In memory of Jo Cook
Christy Richardson
Annabelle Rodriguez
Ken & Lynn Schuppert, Jr. 
Spitzmiller & Norris
 In honor of Mr. &  
 Mrs. Brian Cook
Chris & Renée Story
Betty Tucker
 In memory of Jo Cook
Barry & Karen Underhill 
 In honor of Liam &  
 Wyatt Underhill
United Launch Alliance 
 In honor of Dayna Blankenship
Cynthia & Tim Volin
Brenda Westbrook
David Zicari

  
EVENT SPONSORS
Alabama Mountain Lakes  
Tourist Association 
Athens State University
Calhoun Community College

Davidson Technologies, Inc.
Decatur Downtown  
Redevelopment Authority 
Fite Building Company, Inc.

Huntsville Hospital  
Urgent Care
Redstone Federal  
Credit Union ® 
Regions Bank



133 FOURTH AVENUE NE   I  DECATUR, AL  35601   I   256.351.4505
#COOKMUSEUM   I   cookmuseum.org   I   #LIFEISAMAZING  


