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LEADERSHIP

Executive Board  
of Directors
Brian Cook
John Cook, Jr. 
Lyn Cook
Leslie Cook
Eric Miller

Advisory Board 
Nate Allen
Jim Aycock
Greg Barnes
Angela Casciano
Renee Simmons 
Raney

Tami Reist
Destin Sandlin
Tara Sandlin
Amber Wade
Ginger Willard

Operations Team
1  Brian Cook 
  President & Board Chairman

2  Scott Mayo
   Executive Director

3  Mark Wallace
   Senior Director of Administration

4  Kara Long
   Director of Collections  
   & Gallery Experience

5  Heather Sellers
   Director of Visitor Experience

6  Dr. Jeanne Payne
   Director of Development
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Engage, excite, and educate visitors of all ages  
about the natural created world around us.

MISSIONThe top attraction in the area 
for kids or any nature lover. 

You’re sure to learn something 
each time you go!

- Museum visitor

“ “
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W hen thinking about the Museum’s Fifth Year Anniversary, several 
angles come to mind, each of which leads me to a place of 
gratitude. Since we had so many unique offerings throughout last 

year to commemorate the anniversary, the feelings of gratitude were frequent. 

While our mission calls for us to engage, excite, and educate, we purposely 
focused energies on the “engaging” and “exciting” aspects to 
celebrate all the “educating” that has occurred! From the wonderful 
Night at the Museum gala to the opening of the Mining Sluice to the 
promotional giveaways, there were ample opportunities for smiles at 
the Cook Museum. For all those guests who helped us celebrate this 
milestone, we are truly grateful. 

Our anniversary was also a time for reflection, looking back from whence 
we have come. During those five years, the Museum went from being 
the shiny new thing to a fixture in downtown Decatur. As we expanded 
our offerings and matured as an institution, we were blessed with repeat 
corporate clients in our event spaces, regular customers in Nature’s Table 
café, and guests who renew their Memberships year after year. 

Scott & Donna Mayo at A Night  
at the Museum fundraising gala.

One of the most gratifying aspects since opening has been the expansion 
of our impact on STEM education for the students of our region. 
Currently, over 18,000 students participate in enrichment tours and 
over 7,000 in classes and camps per year. These students, from public, 
private, and homeschool settings, come from 21 Alabama counties, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi. The Museum has built strong relationships with 
these school systems over the years, becoming a valued partner in the 
enhancement of the educational experience of their students. 

In each of the areas above, the Museum has witnessed an increasing 
sense of ownership in our Members and guests, in our donors, and our 
city. We look forward to the years ahead, as our region grows (and the 
Museum with it). Both our past and our future are reasons for gratitude. 

Thank you for your part in all this! 

Executive Director

Scott Mayo with Alabama Superintendent 
of Education Dr. Eric Mackey.

Scott Mayo during an interview  
for Positively Decatur.
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DOODLE BUG
ACTIVITY GUIDE

2024 VOLUME 3 PRESENTED BY  

OCEANS
An ocean is a biome bursting with  
life, below and above the water.  
Mysterious creatures glide through 
its dark depths. Shelled beauties inch 
along its floor. Feathered friends soar 
through the air above.

2019 - 2024  

FIFTH YEAR  
ANNIVERSARY

June 7, 2024 marked the Fifth Year 
Anniversary of the Cook Museum  
in its current location. 

The Museum has continued to find  
new ways to fulfill its mission to engage, 
excite, and educate visitors of all ages and is 
honored to celebrate this special milestone!

Scan the QR code  
to see the Museum 
commercial filmed 
by Blue Cross & Blue  
Shield of Alabama!

3 & 4  Television Commercial 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Alabama filmed an anniversary television 
commercial for the Museum. Thanks to sponsorship from Cook’s Pest 
Control, the commercial aired on local cable channels and digital 
streaming platforms across North Alabama and beyond.

4

1  Something to Celebrate
Throughout 2024, Cook Museum offered numerous 
onsite and social media giveaways with some 
amazing prizes, and gifted new and renewing 
Members a special Anniversary tote bag and sticker.

2  Doodle Bug Activity Guide
To commemorate the milestone, Cook Museum 
created the Doodle Bug Activity Guide, allowing 
visitors to continue the fun and learning at home and 
online on Discovery Hub. The guides include craft and 
snack ideas as well as online jigsaw puzzles, behind 
the scenes information, sing-a-long videos, and more!

DOODLE BUG
ACTIVITY GUIDE

2024 VOLUME 1 PRESENTED BY  The Thomas Family

INSECTS
1,000,000+ TYPES of insects 

creep, leap, flap, and flutter 

across our planet. That is more 

than all of the birds, fish, and 

mammals combined.

Insects are arthropods, meaning 

they have a segmented body, 

jointed legs, and an  

exoskeleton on the  

outside of their body. 

1

2

3

Scan the QR 
code to access 
Discovery Hub, 
the Museum’s 
online resource 
of activities, 
videos, & more.

DOODLE BUGACTIVITY GUIDE

2025 VOLUME 4
PRESENTED BY  

FORESTS
The forests of the southeast are full of connections. Food chains connect predators to prey; the water cycle connects clouds to plants. These are the connections we expect. But peek into a hole  or zoom in on a root and you may discover connections that blow your mind!
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609 Social - Market & Provisions

Anniston Museums and Gardens

Athens State University

The Caring Foundation of  
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Alabama

Cook’s Pest Control, Inc.

The Cupboard

Decatur Fire & Rescue

DoubleTree by Hilton Decatur Riverfront

ForestryWorks

GE® Appliances – a Haier company

Green Pea Press

Huntsville Botanical Garden

Mad Hatter’s Tea Shop + Apothecary

MarMac

Miss Muldrew’s

North Alabama Agriplex

Rise Raptor Project

Rotary Club of Decatur, Alabama

Tennessee Valley Pecan Company

Tess’ Place

The Thomas Family

Urban Atlas

Fifth Year Anniversary Sponsors
Cook Museum and 1,000+ visitors celebrated the 
Anniversary weekend June 8 & 9, 2024 with door 
prizes, a Downtown Decatur Experience giveaway, 
live animals, an inflatable, and activity stations 
from various partner organizations, including Green 
Pea Press, North Alabama Agriplex, Huntsville 
Botanical Garden, Anniston Museums & Gardens, 
ForestryWorks, and Decatur Fire & Rescue.

Anniversary Celebration Weekend

visitors celebrated 
on June 8 & 9, 2024

1,000+
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Mining Co. Addition
The Cook Museum Mining Co. outdoor experience was added  
to the Courtyard in March 2024, allowing visitors to mine (and  
take home) their very own gemstones in the new Mining Sluice!  
The Courtyard now has the sluice, assay stations, play structures, 
seating, and the Mining Co. Tent where visitors can make purchases.

The Decatur Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for Cook 
Museum Mining Co., and the Museum held an exclusive Sneak Preview 
of the new Mining Sluice for Members & local media ambassadors. 

Mining bags sold
4,243
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A Night at the Museum Gala
A Night at the Museum fundraising 
gala was one of the Cook Museum’s 
many Fifth Year Anniversary events 
celebrating the past and building toward 
the future. Blue Cross & Blue Shield of 
Alabama was the presenting sponsor. 

Gala attendees
246
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raised during A Night at  
the Museum fundraising gala

$175k+
Destin Sandlin of Smarter Every Day 
encouraged guests to look closer and 
embrace the wonder of discovery, an 
experience which Cook Museum has 
offered to over 450,000 visitors and  
field trip students since 2019.

The fundraiser featured a live auction  
of local fine art pieces including an oil 
landscape painted on-site by Jon Taylor. 
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A Night at the Museum allowed the 246 
attendees to experience the wonder of 
nature up close with hands-on experiences 
in the Exhibits while enjoying light 
refreshments and live music before the 
dinner program. Gallery Explainers and 
Animal Care staff were readily available to 
answer questions and provide additional 
details. The night was filled with education 
and insight into the Museum’s success.
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Presenting Sponsor
The Caring Foundation of  
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Alabama

Event Sponsors
Alabama Mountain Lakes  
Tourist Association

Bank Independent

Light Facial Plastic Surgery

Redstone Federal Credit Union

Regions Bank

Diamond Table Sponsors 
Mitch & Monya Claborn

Decatur Morgan Hospital

Lynn Layton Chevrolet

National Space Club - Huntsville

Tennessee Valley Authority

Gold Table Sponsors
BCA General Contractors

Calhoun Community College

Cook’s Pest Control, Inc.

Decatur Coca-Cola Bottling Co.

Fite Building Company

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Robert & Ruth Key

Dr. Larry & Melanie Little

LSINC

Sexton Family Charitable Foundation

Torch Technologies / Starfish Holdings

United Community Bank

1/2 Gold Table Sponsors
Decatur-Morgan County  
Chamber of Commerce

Downtown Decatur  
Redevelopment Authority

The E-Center

The Greens Office Park

Jimmy Smith Jewelers

Leadership Greater Huntsville

Jim & June Odom

Nick & Julia Roth

Dr. & Mrs. William Sims

Wyker Family Foundation

Other Supporters 
Terry Abel

Ben Adams

Tami Allen

Dr. Marc Bendickson

Sloane Bibb

Cal Breed of Orbix Hot Glass

Angie Casciano

Ken Chandler

Terri Collins

Trisha Collins

Tara Coston

Jackson Fite

Danielle Gibson

Joseph Hill

Jennifer Jackson

William & Deborah Jones

A Night at the Museum Sponsors
Sundra Keck

Robert Key

Blake Lambert

Dr. David Lang

Barney Lovelace

Macke Mauldin

Jennie & Carlton McMasters

Eric Miller

Elena Moats

Randy Riehl

Adam Payne

Juan & Robyn Penuelas

Jade Reardon

Jamie Reeves

Kimberly Robinson

Robin Wade Furniture

Alicia Ryan

Destin & Tara Sandlin

Morris & Sarla Scherlis

Vicki Stephenson

Wesley Stewart

Jon Taylor

Forest Temple

Thomas Family Foundation

Tara Thompson

Stuart & Callie Tubb

Amber Wade

Drew & Mary Ila Ward

Rick Williams

Ginger Willard

John Youngblood

Other Supporters continued
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EXHIBITS

Each exhibit is carefully curated to highlight unique aspects of nature, offering visitors 
a deeper understanding and appreciation of the world around them. The Museum 
creates a dynamic environment that invites exploration and learning for all ages.

visitors explored  
the Exhibits in 2024

86,725

1  New biomes added to HoloSands  
   interactive in Foundations Exhibit

2  Taxidermy birds added to Collections

3  Bobcat & chukar partridge  
   added to Forests Exhibit

1

2

total Museum visitors 
since opening in 2019

457k+

3

Exhibit Updates
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ANIMAL CARE 

Several exciting updates were made during 2024 to the Exhibits and Live Animal 
Ambassador programs. Axolotls were put on display in the Discover Exhibit, 
offering visitors a new opportunity to learn about these unique creatures. 
Additionally, significant progress has been made in training Minnow, the fish crow. 
She is currently making Meet & Greet appearances on select occasions.

Animal enrichment enhances the well-being of animals by providing 
stimulating experiences that encourage natural behaviors. To support this 
effort, an Animal Enrichment campaign was 
launched, which includes an Amazon Wishlist 
of enrichment items that can benefit these 
animals. The goal is to improve the quality of 
life for animals in care, ensuring they stay active, 
healthy, and mentally stimulated. 

Scan the QR code  
to see Animal Care’s 
Amazon wishlist of 
enrichment items  
to empower the  
live animal instincts. A Look Inside the Tanks

Palette surgeonfish,  
Coral & Oceans Tanks

Chuckwalla,  
Discover Terrarium

Diamondback terrapin,  
Discover Terrarium

live animals  
on Exhibit

100+Percula clownfish,  
Coral Tank

Moon jellyfish,  
Jelly Tank

Minnow,  
the fish crow
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Saying Goodbye to Kale
Kale, an endangered Kemp’s ridley sea turtle, found a home with the Cook Museum 
of Natural Science in 2020. 

Kale came to the Museum from the Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science 
Center, a facility that rescues and rehabilitates sea turtles and other marine animals 
so they can be released back into the wild. Kale came off display in January 2022 
and moved to the Museum’s off-site facility to address health concerns. 

Over the next year and a half, our team spent countless hours doing everything 
possible to give Kale the best chance to recover fully. Consulting veterinarian Dr. Chris 
Keller and his technician, Shelby Ferguson, brought their sizable expertise to bear and 
reached out to a network of sea turtle experts and veterinarians nationwide.

Scan the QR code  
to watch Kale’s CT  
scan at Decatur  
Morgan Hospital & see 
behind-the-scenes  
into his treatment.

It became apparent that it would be necessary to get a better picture of what was 
happening internally beneath the carapace, especially since several of the lesions 
were dangerously close to the spinal column. The Museum contacted Decatur Morgan 
Hospital, which graciously agreed to provide Kale with several CT scans over time.  
As the majority of the lesions healed, the scans confirmed that the size of the damage 
to the internal tissues also appeared to be shrinking.

In the Fall of 2024, Kale’s appetite decreased and, eventually, he developed what 
appeared to be new areas of infection. Our team decided to transport Kale to the 
Tennessee Aquarium to perform a biopsy and potential emergency surgery. He came 
through the biopsy procedure well, and the surgery was not needed. His appetite 
had still not returned, however. Provisions were being made for intravenous feeding 
to begin to help strengthen him as he fought the infection. However, Kale was found 
unresponsive just before Thanksgiving.

Dr. Keller performed a necropsy and sent tissue samples to a veterinary laboratory to 
confirm the cause of death. During the necropsy, the shell lesion closest to the spine did 
appear to have eventually compromised the vertebral bodies around the spinal cord. 

The Cook Museum of Natural Science wants to extend our deepest gratitude to our 
Animal Care staff for all the love and hard work, to Dr. Keller and Shelby for the expert 
care and hands-on attention, and to the Tennessee Aquarium for allowing Kale to 
receive the best possible setting for the last few weeks of his struggle.

Special thanks go out to the administration and staff of Decatur Morgan Hospital for 
partnering with us to provide care for Kale.

Finally, we wish to thank all  
the Museum’s guests and 
supporters for welcoming Kale 
and showing him love and concern 
during his journey. This remarkable 
creature captured our hearts,  
and he will be greatly missed.
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EDUCATION

The Cook Museum offers a diverse range  
of opportunities for students, including  
20 different classes and camps designed  
to engage students of all grade levels.  
Hands-on classes cover a wide variety 
of STEM subjects and align with the 
Alabama State Course of Study. Camps 
offer immersive, hands-on experiences 
for students to explore and enhance their 
understanding of the natural world.

The varied education opportunities at the 
Museum allow students to further connect 
with the Museum’s mission to engage, excite, 
and educate in unique and interactive ways!

students experienced 
the Museum Exhibits  
on Field Trips in 2024

18,764

students reached 
through public 
classes & camps

1,400+

squids & sharks 
were dissected  
by students 
during 2024

862
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students  
attended 
camps on 
Field Trips  
in 2024

929

Education Sponsorship

committed to the Education 
Sponsorship Fund since 2020

$617k+

students reached 
through Field Trip 
classes in 2024

6,352

The Education Sponsorship Fund 
subsidizes Exhibit admission and 
Education Class costs for students. 
These generous donations allow 
more students to visit the Museum 
and receive an equal opportunity for 
high-quality educational experiences.

Donors committed over $75,647  
to the Education Sponsorship Fund 
in 2024, bringing the total to over 
$617,000 since it began in 2020. 
The more funds we have, the more 
students we can reach!

$75,000 - $99,999
Steelcase Foundation* 

$50,000 - $74,999
Shirley McCrary

$10,000 - $24,999 
Capital Power / Decatur Energy Center 
 
$5,000 - $9,999 
Mitch & Monya Claborn  

$1,000 - $4,999 
Decatur Downtown Redevelopment
Decatur Morgan Hospital
The Greens Office Park
Kim Hallmark
Barney & Noel Lovelace
Lynn Layton Chevrolet
Representative Parker Moore
National Space Club – Huntsville
Nick & Julia Roth

Dr. William & Betty Sims
Tennessee Valley Authority

$50 - $999 
Scott & Kimber Appleton
William & Deborah Jones
Blake Lambert
Mary Malone
 in memory of Debbie Moore

Macke Mauldin
Elaine Maxey
The Thomas Family
Stuart Tubb  

*Multi-Year Pledge

2024 Education Sponsorship Donors

(As of July 31, 2024)

Scan the QR code  
to donate to the 
Education Sponsorship 
Fund, which helps cover 
admission costs and 
offers more students 
the opportunity to 
experience the Museum!
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PROGRAMMING

Exciting events and programs for all ages are 
offered year-round at the Cook Museum, providing 
opportunities to engage with science and nature. 
Hands-on activities, fascinating topics, and memorable 
experiences can be enjoyed by visitors alongside family 
and friends.

Events are led by the Museum’s knowledgeable staff 
and may also feature special stations presented by 
partner organizations, such as Anniston Museums and 
Gardens, the Huntsville Botanical Garden, Rise Raptor 
Project, Inc., and the North Alabama Agriplex.

public programs 
offered in 2024

288

Programming Highlights
1  Rocks Rock! Fun Day

2  Wild About Whoopers

3  Nature at Night Fun Day

4  Stories in the Store with  
   NASA Special Guest Lane Polak

5  Live Animal Presentations

2

3

4

1

5
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MEMBERSHIP

Members are an essential part of the Museum’s ongoing 
success. Their support helps ensure that Exhibits, programs, 
and educational opportunities remain accessible and impactful.

Through their Membership, individuals and families become part 
of a community that values discovery and lifelong learning. 

Individual 377

Just for Two 611

Family 837

Family Plus 117

TOTAL 1,942

Membership 
2024 by the numbers

Includes residents  
from 16 states

Scan the QR code  
below to see the 
many benefits 
of being a Cook 
Museum Member!

Season’s  
from  the

GreetingsMEMBER 
APPRECIATION DAY!

Saturday, July 13

from 10 am - 2 pm

FREE for Members

Not yet a  
Member?  
No Problem!  

Join now to be  
a part of this  
Member-Only event.

Take advantage of the Member-Only 

Cannot be combined with other discounts, limit 5 bags per Membership.

Member Benefits
Priority Registration
Members receive advance notice via email and are 
given a chance to sign-up for classes and camps 
before registration is opened to the general public.

Member-Only Events
Three events were offered just for Members during 
the year, including refreshments, crafts, coloring, 
hands-on activities, gifts, and games.

Member-Only Giveaways
Member-Only giveaways were offered online and 
onsite for items including an air fryer, unique gift  
sets from the Museum Store, and a $500 Breeze 
airfare voucher from Huntsville International Airport.

25% Off a Membership Renewal 
The Museum wanted to celebrate with those 
Members who have been a part of the Museum’s 
journey over the last five years. During December, 
existing Museum Members (active or expired) were 
able get 25% off a Membership renewal at any level.

M E M B E R

Green-underside Blue
Glaucopsyche alexis

Butterfly

M E M B E R

Green-underside Blue

Glaucopsyche alexis

Butterfl
y

M
E

M
B

E
R

-O

NLY  POP-UP  LOUNG
E

!  
2

0
2

4

VALENTINE’S
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VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are crucial to the 
operations of the Cook Museum, 
and the time they dedicate helps 
grow our impact exponentially! 

They assist in numerous ways 
including prepping for Education 
classes, assisting with Animal Care 
duties, guiding Field Trip groups 
through the Exhibits, assisting  
with administrative tasks, and  
even gift wrapping purchases 
made at the Museum Store  
around the holidays.

We are very grateful for all  
the hard work they do! Scan the QR 

code below 
to watch a 
video on what 
it’s like to 
Volunteer  
with the  
Cook Museum.

hours worked by 84  
Volunteers in 2024

4,143

Hummingbird 
25 HOURS

Laura Allen
Sheila Anderson
Barb Hinkens
Randy Hunt
Matthew Kimmett
Debbie Kirby
David Matherly
Maria Young

Sparrow
50 HOURS

Dayna Blankenship
Cindy Ham
Erin Hataway
Samantha Hubbard
Kay Jones
Nancy Keenum
Kathy Newton
Sharee Riggs
Lillian Turbyfill
Deborah West
Persephone Yarbrough 
 

Cardinal
100 HOURS

Sophia Bicciche
Sophia Castillo
Rose Dashner
Cristiana Ellsworth
Evangelina Ellsworth
Sherrie Paler
Makayla Schindel

Falcon
175 HOURS 
Susan Bast
Kathy Dashner
Ann LaChance
Rebecca McWhirter
Pamela Nolan
Betsy Shelton
Caelan Sullivan
Carmen Sullivan
Connor Sullivan
Emily Whittier
 
 
 

Owl
250 HOURS 
Katherine DIllard
Natalie Euley
Lynn Gentry
Beth Greene
John Lewis
Vanessa Peeden
Donna Reese
Nicole Robinson
Kiersten Salmond
Collin Sullivan
Lynn Thaler
Anna Wallace

Golden Eagle
500 HOURS 
Joni Clark
Ashley Warren

Kingfisher
1,000 HOURS

Jacob Carpenter
Ronald Dodd
Larry Last
Camille Turner

2024 Volunteers   (Lifetime Accumulated Hours)

Become a Volunteer!
To complete an online application, go to cookmuseum.org/volunteers  
or send an email to volunteer@cookmuseum.org.
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IN THE MEDIA

In 2024, the Cook Museum was popular online with over 110,000 website 
visitors, over 47,000 social media profile visits, and over 1,600 new followers.

The Cook Museum garnered extensive media coverage throughout 2024  
on a variety of platforms highlighting programs, events, and milestones.  
Outlets including WAFF 48’s Tennessee Valley Living, WHNT 19’s Talk of the Valley, 
WAAY 31’s Amber’s Alabama, and The Mo Show Live podcast, offered viewers 
insight into the Museum’s Exhibits, educational programs, and community impact.

The Museum was showcased in a Birmingham CBS 42 interview, reaching  
a broader regional audience. Before Kale’s passing, his second CT scan at  
Decatur Morgan Hospital generated several news stories, reaching a global 
audience with an article appearing on a Hong Kong news site. 

  Posts & Reels 605

  New Followers 1.6K

  People Reached 559K

  Profile Visits 47.7K

  Mentions in Posts 265

Social Media
Facebook & Instagram 2024 
by the numbers

EVENT RENTALS

events held  
at the Museum  
during 2024

334

Cook Museum offers a variety of event spaces regularly utilized by community 
leaders and organizations. Rental spaces include Monarch Hall, the Conference 
Room, Migratory Hall, and Trek. 

The Museum hosted 334 events in 2024. These event rentals not only drive 
revenue but also create community partnerships and establish the Museum  
as a multi-dimensional resource for North Alabama. 
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NATURE’S TABLE

Stories in the  
Store events   
held in 202416

box meals prepared 
for Field Trips & events 

10,006

Nature’s Table at Cook Museum  
had another very successful year!  
They provided over 10,000 box meals  
to Field Trips and events throughout 2024 
while continuing to offer delicious, healthy 
lunch and snack options to Museum 
Members and other local patrons.

1  Holiday Open House
The Museum Store hosted a Holiday 
Open House to kick off Christmas 
shopping with Double Discounts.

2  Stories in the Store
Stories in the Store was offered 
regularly during school breaks. 

1

2

MUSEUM STORE

Seasonal smoothies rotate 
throughout the year, such as  
Key Lime Pie and Frozen Cocoa. 
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Ways you can continue to support the Museum!

• Sponsor one of the select remaining naming opportunities.

• Donate to the Annual Fund to support care for the animals  
and the purchase of education materials.

• Donate to the Education Sponsorship Fund to help subsidize  
Field Trip and Education Class costs for students.

• Donate to Share the Love, the monthly giving campaign that  
supports the Museum through consistent donations.

• Join the Legacy Society through planned giving.

• Donate land, stocks, or other non-cash items. 

If you’d like more information about donation opportunities, please contact me  
at jpayne@cookmuseum.org. 

We hope you’ll visit the Museum soon!

With gratitude, 

Director of Development

DEVELOPMENT

W e are delighted to celebrate 5 years of the Cook Museum  
with you! The success of the Museum is possible because of  
the generosity and unwavering support of our amazing donors. 

Each and every donor becomes a vital part of the success of the Museum 
and enables us to bring STEM education to thousands of students and  
families each year. 

Because of your support and encouragement, we are motivated every day  
to engage, excite, and educate visitors for many years to come. We are deeply 
grateful for your friendship and generosity!   

Scan the QR code  
to see a video 
on the impact 
Museum Donors 
are making to 
STEAM education  
in North Alabama!

Dr. Jeanne Payne, Ph.D.
Director of Development

256-351-4507
jpayne@cookmuseum.org

Shelby Zieke
Development Administrative 

Assistant, Grant Writer

256-898-6306
szieke@cookmuseum.org

Celebrating Donors
Donor Appreciation Day is a celebration 
in December for donors of the $500+ 
giving level. This event includes four free 
general admission tickets, refreshments, 
live music, a photo station, and special 
discounts in the Museum Store. 
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1  Annual Fund at work
The Annual Fund assists areas  
such as Animal Care, Education,  
Programming, and others.

2  Capital Campaign
Individuals and businesses continued 
to sponsor Exhibits and donate to 
the Capital Campaign, which has 

now reached over $22.5 million in 
contributions. 

3  Education Sponsorship
A total of over $617,000 has been 
committed to schools through the 
Museum’s Education Sponsorship 
Fund since its formation in 2020,  
with over $75,000 raised in 2024.

1

2

raised toward the  
Annual Fund in 2024

$117k+

contributed to the Capital 
Campaign Fund since 2015

$22.5M+

3

Debbie Newsom Moore 
Legacy Garden 
Outside of the Museum’s Lobby, 
construction on the Debbie Newsom 
Moore Legacy Garden began in 2024. 
This fixture will proudly memorialize the 
names of donors who are supporting the 
Cook Museum through Planned Giving.

Debbie Newsom Moore was the 
beloved Director of Retail and Guest 
Services. She played an integral role in 
the development and opening of the 
Museum and the Museum Store. She led 
by example to create a culture based on 
hospitality, positivity, creativity, and hard 
work. The ideals she embodied helped 
to create a legacy that will be forever 
embraced by the Museum.

Concept art
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MUSEUM DONORS
Scan the QR code  
to see ways to 
donate to help 
Cook Museum 
engage, excite,  
& educate!

Anonymous

The Caring Foundation  
of Blue Cross & Blue Shield 
of Alabama 

City of Decatur

The Cook Family

Corteva Agriscience™ 

Davidson Technologies, Inc. 

Alabama Farmers  
Cooperative, Inc. 

The Baker Foundation 

The Baron Family

Dr. Marc & Sheryl  
Bendickson 

Mitch & Monya Claborn 

Daikin America, Inc. 

Decatur Coca-Cola  
Bottling Company &  
The Troup Family

Theresa & Gary  
Donald Family 

Bruce & Ida Dunbar /  
The Dunbar Family  
Foundation 

Family Security  
Credit Union 

GE® Appliances - 
a Haier company

Hexcel Corporation

Honda of Decatur 

Huntsville International 
Airport 

Indorama Ventures

Dr. Ben & Diana Light 
 in honor of Erica, Ginny, 
 Nolan, & Allison Light

Lynn Layton Chevrolet 

Magnolia River 

Nucor Tubular Products

Oakworth Capital Bank 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles G.  
Pitman Family 
 in honor of Millia, Sam, 
 Ben, & Chandler

Redstone Federal  
Credit Union® 

Regions Bank 

Steelcase Foundation 

Valent Group,  
an EBSCO Company

Wayne Farms, LLC

Life Is Amazing 2015 - 2025 
Capital Campaign Donors

Founding Visionaries 
$1,000,000+

Founding Partners 
$300,000 - $999,999

Founding Leaders 
$100,000 - $299,999

Alpha Foundation, Inc. 

The Cook Family
 in honor of the employees  
 of Cook’s Pest Control

George & Shirley McCrary 
 in honor of Cortner Crumlish, 
 Waggoner McCrary, Gamble 
 McCrary, & Eliza McCrary

Nucor Steel of Decatur, LLC  

3M Decatur 

Founding Friends 
$10,000 - $99,999

Air Products

Alabama Mountain Lakes  
Tourist Association 

Joe & Pam Alexander

Sam & Jo Alfano
 in honor of Jim Aycock

Founding Friends 
continued

Anonymous

Diane & Steve Armistead 

AT&T 

Jim & Jeanette Aycock 
 in memory of Mr. & Mrs.  
 John R. Cook, Sr.

Bank Independent 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Barber 

Greg & Randy Barnes

The Barran Family 

Bayer 

Bell Laboratories, Inc. 

Sloane Bibb

Jim & Tami Bolte

Blythe & Henry Bowman 

Tom & Jim Bradford  
Families 

Bragg Family  
Charitable Foundation 
 in honor of:
 Mrs. Tonya Bragg Hendrix, 
 Dr. Margaret Hendrix McKelvey,
 Dr. Elizabeth Hendrix Lusk, 
 Dr. McKinley Bragg Hendrix,
 Barrett, Bragg, Mary Blythe,  
 Jane Randall, Brewer, &  
 Mae Margaret 

Brandenburg, Inc. 

Building Construction  
Associates, Inc. 

The Butcher Family
 in honor of Trevor, Emily,
 Katie Claire, Colin, & Emmett

Dr. Ray & Sandra Cain

Dr. Mary Jane Caylor
 in memory of John Will Caylor

Cerrowire

The Ken & Elizabeth  
Chandler Family 
 in honor of Stacy, Brad, & Krista

Carla & Gary Cobb

Computer Support  
Systems, Inc.  

Contractor Service  
& Fabrication, Inc. 

Dr. Kin & Ann Copeland 

Crestwood Medical Center 

Cricket By The Creek

Mr. & Mrs. Wesley  
Crunkleton 

John & Debbie Davidson 

Decatur Downtown  
Redevelopment Authority

Decatur Morgan County  
Chamber of Commerce
 in honor of John Seymour

Decatur-Morgan County 
Tourism 

Decatur Morgan Hospital 

Decatur Morgan OB-GYN
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deciBel Research, Inc.

Amelia Denslow 
 in honor of Dr. Richard & 
 Rebecca Dodd

Dobbs & Company  
Electrical Contractors, Inc. 

DOC Orthopaedics  
& Sports Medicine 

David & Karen Duke 
 in honor of Andrew Laird,
 Foster Laird, & Katherine
 Gooding

Dynetics, Inc. 

John & Mary Love Eyster 

Lisa & John Eyster 

Fite Building Company

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ford

Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Fowler 

Fuqua & Partners  
Architects, P.C. 

The Gary W. Rollins  
Foundation

George & Carol Godwin  
& Family 

Donna & Joe Green 

The Greens Office Park 

Hannah’s Lawn &  
Landscape Service, Inc.

Hargrove Foundation 

Dr. & Mrs. Rodney Harney 

Dr. & Mrs. R. Tyler Harney

Harris, Caddell & Shanks, P.C. 

Hi Cotton, LLC 

Mary Striplin Hodge 
 in honor of John, Jr.  
 & Lyn Cook

Harrison Hodge

Horizon Point Consulting, Inc.

Dr. Micah Howard 

Diane & Scottie Hubbard 

Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Hudson, Jr. 

iHeart Media - Huntsville 

Interstate Steel, Inc. 

Jan Isbell 
 in memory of Col.  
 James C. Isbell 

CJ & Christy Jacobs 
 in honor of Charlie, Jerri
 Lynn, Tae, & Jacie

David, Sherry, Ryan,  
& Austin Jones

Keel Point, LLC 

Key & Associates 

Dr. Wally Kirkpatrick  
Foundation 

Kiwanis Club of Decatur 

Lamar Advertising 

LEAN Frog Business  
Solutions, Inc.

Larry & Kimberly Lewis 

The Lioce Group 

Dr. Larry & Melanie Little 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lowe 

LSINC Corporation

Ma-Ran Foundation 

Herman & Lynne Marks, Jr.
 in honor of Herman & Ouida
 Marks, Milton & Sue Huey

Harvey & Carol Massey 
Foundation 

Dr. Jeffrey McCollum 

McComm Group, Inc. 

Katie Harris Mitchell 

Modern Technology  
Solutions, Inc.

The Mark Moody Family

Morgan County Commission 

Dr. Gerald & Lynda New 

H.M. Nowlin 

OBGYN Associates, P.A. 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Odom 

Senator & Mrs. Arthur Orr 

Mr. & Mrs. Stratton Orr 

OSCO Interiors

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Overstreet 

Dr. Richard & Cyndy Palmer
 in honor of Mathew, Christian, 
 & Roman

Dr. Jeanne Duke Payne 
 in honor of Ella Kyle, Parker,
 Amelia, Sam, & Barton Payne

Mr. & Mrs. John G. Pearce 

Peck Funeral Home, Inc.

Raoul & Vanessa Peeden

Peoples Bank of Alabama 

Krista Chandler Pitman 
 in honor of Sam, Ben, 
 & Chandler

Polyplex USA, LLC

Progress Bank

John & Ginny Pylant 
 in honor of Mary Bibb, 
 Virginia, & Annie

Founding Friends 
continued

Red Sage  
Communications, Inc. 

Renasant Bank 

Derica & Robin Rice

Rotary Club of Decatur,  
Alabama 

Kelly & Laura Russell

Lew & Mandy Sample 

Clyde & Mary Jane Sasser 

Frank & Melanie Scalfano

Mr. & Mrs. Ken  
Schuppert, Jr. 

Paul & Mary Ann Scott
 in honor of Charlie Trimble,  
 Hudson Scott, & Andrew Scott

SCSWORX 

Sexton Foundation 

Barrett Shelton, Jr.

Bill & Noel Shinn 

Joe & Glee Sides

Dr. & Mrs. William  
Arthur Sims

Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan South
 in honor of Sheridan, 
 Lee, & Lydia

Southeastern Freight  
Lines, Inc. 

Loretta Purdy Spencer

Chris Story

Stovall Marks Insurance 

Surgical Associates  
of North Alabama 

Syngenta Turf & Landscape 

Drs. Chris & Stephanie  
Teichmiller 

Temple, Inc. 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

Paul & May Thomas 
 in honor of Sofia & Ethan

The Thompson Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Skip Thompson 

Torch Technologies, Inc. 

Univar USA, Inc. 

Valley Rubber, LLC 

Mike & Weety Vickery 

Robin & Linda Wade 

Dr. C. Thomas White

White Oak Transportation
 in honor of Michael
 Limbaugh, Jr. & 
 Sarah Alice Limbaugh

Steve & Ginger Willard 

Lonnie & Susan Williams / 
FilTech, Inc.

Rick Williams 
 in honor of Emma  
 Katherine Williams

Willo Products Company 

Worthey Family Foundation /  
Jim & Jan Worthey

Wyker Family Foundation 

The John & June Wyker  
Charitable Foundation

Founding Friends 
continued
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Other Support 
$25 - $9,999

Alabama Cleaning Service 

Dr. Bob & Ann Allen

Armstrong Relocation  
Company Huntsville, LLC 

Dr. Deborah Barnhart 

Dr. Russell & Sandra Barr

Don & Mary Allen Barthel 

The Boeing Company

Mayor Tab & Sherry  
Bowling  

Crystal Baldwin Brown

Thomas & Jeanne Brown 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert P.  
Buchanan 

DeLoain Burgess 

Byrd, Smalley & Adams, P.C. 

Cabela’s 

Mr. Joe W. Campbell 

Dr. Robert & Opal Campbell

Central Life Sciences 

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Chandler 

Chorba Contracting 

Clark Stoneworks, LLC 

Greg & Whitney Clemons 

Tom & Terri Collins

COLSA Corporation 

Columbia International 
University
 in honor of Dr. Lyn Cook 

Mr. & Mrs. John Coon 

Dr. Geoffrey & Carolyn 
Crawley

Dan & Susan David

Mr. & Mrs. Marion H.  
Davis, Sr. 

Decatur Culture Club 

Decatur Family Dentistry 

Decatur Morgan County 
Minority Development  
Association 

Rebecca Dodd

Down the Line, Inc. 

Tommie & Linda Dunlap  
& Dr. Page Dunlap 

Kappie & Evans Dunn 

Stephen W. &  
Jean E. Elliott 

Mr. & Mrs. Tolbert Epps, III 

Susan & Ned Estes

First Baptist Decatur 

Kenneth & M.M. Gamble 

Garver, LLC 

Margaret Anne Goldsmith

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Gray

Other Support  
continued Courtney & Joey McCool 

 in honor of Charley & Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Josh McDowell 

Dr. Jolly & Becky McKenzie

Charles & Tawnya Millard

Morgan County Education  
Retirees Association

Morgan County  
Legislative Office 

Morgan County Master  
Gardeners Association 

National Space Club -  
Huntsville 

Nature’s Table 

Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Cross 
Nichols, Jr. 

Roy & Susan Nichols 

nLogic, Inc. 

Brian & Calley Ondocsin

John & Alice Ozier 

PeopleTec, Inc. 

Pepsi Cola Bottling  
Decatur, LLC 

The Perry Company, Inc.  

PNC Financial  
Services Group 

Patricia Pruitt 

Reynolds Funeral Home, Inc. 

Cynthia Richardson
 in honor of Debbie Moore

Mr. Thomas Ritchie 

Rollins, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Roth 

Ms. Catherine Saenger 

Saputo Dairy Foods USA 

ServisFirst Bank 

Ron & Cindy Shaver

Shumake Furniture  
Company, Inc. 

Pat & Sally Smartt

Mark & Deborah Smith 

Southern Custom Exhibits

Technical Directions, Inc. 

Toyota

Dr. Dale Trammell 

Truist Bank

The Jim Tucker Family 

Tucker, Scott & Wates, LLC 

Turner Construction 

TVW Electrical Supplies, Inc. 

Vector Wealth Strategies

Tim & Cynthia Volin 

Vulcan Materials 

Dr. & Mrs. William Walker 

Warren & Simpson, P.C.

Wear, Howell, Strickland,  
Quinn & Law 

Wells Fargo Bank

Janne & Bill Wissell

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Woods 

Jimmy & Tina Worley 

Mr. Matthew Young 

Other Support  
continued

Parker Real Estate, LLC

Richard & Charlotte Gregory 

Robert & Lou Greene

Trudy Grisham 

GSE, Inc. 

Ms. Jaqueline Guice 

Kim & Jeff Hallmark

Mrs. Mary Battle Hamilton 

Dr. Charles & Carolyn Hart 

Debbie & Mark Heard 

Tracey & Amanda Hendrix 

Ms. Mary Nichols Hicks 

Joseph & Gabrielle Hill

Mr. & Mrs. David Hobbs 

Mr. Thomas House 

Jimmy Smith Jewelers  
& Family 

Mrs. Glenna Dee Jones 

Dr. & Mrs. William H. Jones 

Mr. & Mrs. John Joseph, IV

Andy & Barbara Kelly 

King Insurance Agency 

Mr. Jim King 

Mr. Noel King 

Jerry & Jane Knight 

M&D Mechanical  
Contractors, Inc.  

H. Blake & Patty McAnally 
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2024 Annual Fund Donors

Pearl Level
$10,000 - $24,999

Opal Level 
$5,000 - $9,999

3M Materials Resouce Divison 

iHeart Media - Huntsville

Lockheed Martin 

Senator Arthur Orr

Alabama Pediatric  
Dentistry Associates 

AT&T

Bill Phillips & Kim Terry Fund

Kenneth & Lynn Schuppert 

Thomas Family Fund 

Ward Family Giving Fund 

Turquoise Level 
$100 - $499

Diamond Level
$100,000 +

Cook’s Pest Control

Emerald Level
$75,000 - $99,999

The Caring Foundation of Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield of Alabama

Denise Ferguson

Fuqua & Partners Architects

Terry & Linda Abel  
Giving Fund

Donald & Mary Allen Barthel

Holly Butler 

Fran Cash 

Laura & Steve Cragon 

Ann Denbo 

Evans Dunn, Jr. 
 In memory of George McCrary 

Anna Greer 

Mary Battle Hamilton 

Melissa Huson 

Rachel Lompado 

Debbie Mefford 

Darrin K. Nivens

Patricia Pruitt 

Cynthia Richardson

Leslie Thomas 

Catherine Wehlburg

Joni Clark 

Kelly Martin 

Pendley Family 

Pamela Ratliff Tvrdik 

Lorri Thornton 

Stuart & Callie Tubb 

Keith & Joyce Wingard

Susan Bast
 In memory of Debbie Moore

Bobsy & Bill Ingram 
 In memory of Debbie Moore

Gilbert & Carey Key
 In memory of Debbie Moore

Debra Mayes
 In memory of Debbie Moore

Jade Level 
$1,000 - $4,999

Amethyst Level 
$500 - $999

Honor Someone  
Special

Share the Love 
Monthly Donors

Tab Bowling

Ronnie & Vicki Dukes

Bud & Mary Epps 

Harry Greenbaum

Barney & Noel Lovelace

Jason Palmer

Topaz Level 
$50 - $99

CAUGHT AT THE COOK

2

1   Terry Abel & grandchildren, National 
Space Club - Huntsville

2  Stacy Stout, Leslie Schoen, Trudy 
Ngo-Brown, Steelcase Foundation

3  Meagan Owens, Alpha Foundation

4  Deni Matthews & family, Office  
of Peter Lowe 

5  Shirley McCrary, Museum Volunteer

6  Herman & Lynne Marks

1

3

5

4

6
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1  Alicia Ryan, LSINC

2  Melanie Maples, retired CFO  
of Decatur City Schools

3  Loretta Troup, Coca-Cola Bottling Co.

4  Tab Bowling, Mayor of Decatur

5  Adam & Michelle Epling, Madison 
Chamber, Marie Newberry & family

1

3

4

2

5

1  Kent Locklear, Capital Power /  
Decatur Energy Center

2  Kris McBride, Civilian Aid to the 
Secretary of the Army 

3  Charles & Marcia Overstreet

4  Representative Terri Collins &  
 Shelia Holt, Alabama STEM Council

5  Blake Payne & family, Down the  
 Line, Inc.

1 2

3

4

5
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1  Mike & Weety Vikery, Joy & Walter Mills 

2  Rob Buddo, Downtown Huntsville, Inc. 

3  Ben & Christen Adams & family 

4  Nancy Dollar, Truist Bank

1

2

3

4

2

1   Bob & Phylis Baron, Baron Weather

2  Theron Flatt, Capital Power / 
Decatur Energy Center

3  C. Thomas White

4  Diana Light & friends

5  Dr. Bob & Ann Allen

1

3

5

4



It’s been an 

5 years! 
Thanks to YOUR support.

55K+  
STUDENTS 
VISITED ON  
FIELD TRIPS

$600K  
RAISED FOR 
STUDENT
SPONSORSHIPS

450K+  
VISITORS
EXPLORED
THE EXHIBITS

11,500  
MEMBERSHIPS  
PURCHASED 
OR RENEWED

$23.5 
MILLION  
RAISED TO 
ENGAGE, EXCITE, & 

EDUCATE


