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Cook Museum of Natural Science adds VR dissections  

as an option for Field Trip students, general public 
 
 
The Cook Museum  of Natural Science  now offers fully immersive virtual reality 
dissection  experiences available for Field Trips and as a part of a unique summer 
opportunity for all ages.  
 
These virtual shark, squid, frog, and sea star dissections blend a traditional form 
of scientific exploration with a modern use of technology . The Museum’s 
Education Department worked with VictoryXR  to custom ize  each dissection 
experience as part of the  Museum ’s curriculum, which aligns  with state science 
standards.  
 
Since the Museum first began offering VR  dissections in September 2025, 700+ 
students have participate d  in the experience.  
 
Unlike a traditional dissection , each student  can work at their own pace while 
being guided by a virtual, national award -winning teacher.  
 
The Museum’s Education Manager , Kimber Appleton , said the new dissection 
technology has had a significant impact on student engagement.  
 
“The Cook Museum Education Department made the decision to upgrade from 
traditional dissections to VR dissections due to some students’ negative reactions 
to the sensory aspects of a traditional dissection,” Appleton said. “With VR 
dissections, students are able to move at their own pace which keeps them 
engaged but  also ensures mastery before moving forward. Students leave the 
class with confidence and empowered to pursue further scientific exploration.”  
 
The transition to VR expands the educational impact by allowing participants to 
examine anatomy repeatedly, zoom in for clarity, and explore complex systems in 
ways that enhance retention and curiosity. The experience maintains the scientific 



integrity of the original dissections while  incorporating cutting -edge 
technology  that reflects the developing landscape of STEM education.  
 
VR shark dissection s are  a highlight of Aquarist for a Day C amp, which has been a 
very popular F ield Trip option for Grades 5  -  8 and includes live animal feedings, 
behind -the -scenes tours, and hands -on learning stations .  
 
Cook Museum is currently the only museum using VictoryXR’s VR dissections to 
support grade school Field Trips . Entire classes are able to participate 
simultaneously, ensuring that every student has an equal opportunity to engage 
in the experience.  
 
Now that the technologically advanced equipment is in place, the Museum hopes 
to make these and other immersive educational experiences available to even 
more students  and visitors of all ages . 
 
This summer the Museum will offer VR dissection s to the public during VR 
Thursdays and a special Shark Week experience. Each Thursday during June and 
July, participants ages 11 and older can enjoy an individually -paced VR dissection 
expected to last approximately 30 minutes to an hour  (depending on the 
species) . Squid, sea star, and frog dissections will be offered on select Thursdays . 
Shark  dissections will be offered on Saturday, July 11 during Shark Week.  
 
VR dissections at the Cook Museum are now AMSTI and TEAMS approved for 
professional development credits for teachers.  
 
More information and pre -registration for the June and July dissections can be 
found at cookmuseum.org/public -classes.  
 
 
 
Cook Museum of Natural Science  
The Cook Museum of Natural Science is a state -of -the -art natural science museum 
in downtown Decatur, Alabama. It provides a hands -on experience where kids can 
explore, interact with, and learn about nature.  
 
Since opening in June 2019, the Museum has welcomed over 550,000 visitors.  
 
The Cook Museum offers immersive Exhibits, STEM -based education classes & 
camps, live animal presentations, educational and pubic programming, F ield Trips, 
Fun Days, and much more!  
 
The Museum’s mission is to engage, excite, and educate visitors about the natural 
created world around them.  
 


